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Donald Trump 

Businessman, New York 

Ted Cruz 

Senator, Texas 

Marco Rubio 

Senator, Florida 

Ben Carson 

Neurosurgeon, Michigan 

John Kasich 

Governor, Ohio 

Minimum Wage Opposes raising it Opposes raising it Opposes raising it Opposes raising it Opposes raising it 

Taxes 

Government needs to spend a lot 

less money. End corporate taxes. 

Lower individual rates. Once 

proposed a one-time tax on the 

wealthy to reduce debt. 

Abolish the IRS and tax all 

individuals at the same rate 

regardless of their income (a 

“flat tax”); cut corporate tax rate 

from 35% to 15% 

Reduce taxes at all income 

levels and simplify tax code (7 

to 3 brackets); decrease 

corporate tax rate to 25% 

Simplify tax code, favors taxing 

all individuals and corporations 

at the same rate regardless of 

their income (a “flat tax”) 

Cut income and corporate taxes; 

wants to close some tax 

loopholes 

Health Care Repeal Obamacare Repeal Obamacare Repeal Obamacare 

Repeal Obamacare and replace it 

with personal savings accounts 

for health spending; 

Repeal Obamacare; expanded 

Medicaid in Ohio 

ISIS 
Favors sending a limited number 

of ground troops 
Opposes ground troops 

Supports multi-national coalition 

with the possibility of American 

ground troop involvement; 

expand air strikes; provide arms 

to certain Syrian rebel groups; 

oust Assad regime in Syria 

Formally declare war against 

ISIS; provide substantial 

advisory, financial and military 

support to moderate Middle 

Eastern nations 

Favors sending ground troops 

Education End Common Core Standards End Common Core Standards 

End Common Core / Reduce 

costs of public universities; 

increase funding for community 

college; income-based loan 

repayment rates 

Increase state power over K-12 

education; Reward well-

performing teachers; Reduce 

college tuition and student loan 

debt 

Continue Common Core; cut 

education spending by $84 

million while governor 

Gun Control 
Opposes gun control; used to 

favor assault rifle ban 
Opposes gun control Opposes gun control Opposes gun control Opposes gun control 

Abortion 

Abortion should be limited at 

some point in the pregnancy; used 

to call himself “pro-choice,” but 

now is “pro-life” 

Opposes abortion rights and 

government funding of abortion 

Opposes abortion rights and 

government funding of Planned 

Parenthood 

Opposes abortion rights and 

government funding of abortion 

Ban abortion after 20 weeks 

unless life of the mother is at 

risk 

Gay Marriage 
Opposes gay marriage; sees it as a 

state issue 

Opposes gay marriage; said that 

state should ignore the Supreme 

Court ruling legalizing it 

Opposes gay marriage; sees the 

definition of marriage as a state 

issue 

Opposes gay marriage; sees civil 

unions as an alternative 

Opposes gay marriage, but 

wants to accept the Supreme 

Court decision as move on to 

other issues 

Marijuana 

Favors medical marijuana but not 

recreational use; thinks decision 

should be left up to the states 

Opposes medical and 

recreational use but the decision 

should be left up to states 

Favors medical marijuana use 

but opposes recreational use 

Favors limited medical use but 

opposes recreational use; 

considers it a gateway drug; 

“intensify” the War on Drugs 

Opposed medical and 

recreational marijuana use in 

Ohio 

Immigration 

No path to citizenship for 

undocumented workers. Allow 

more European immigration and 

college graduates. 

Opposes efforts to let 

undocumented immigrants 

legally remain in the country 

Supports a plan to citizenship for 

those who have not committed a 

serious crime. 

Opposes efforts to let 

undocumented immigrants 

legally remain in the country 

Favors allowing undocumented 

immigrants to stay in the country 

legally; opposes a path to 

citizenship 

Climate Change 

Denies climate change and called 

it a “hoax.” Opposes wind 

turbines as an alternative power 

source 

Denies the existence of climate 

change 

Believes in climate change, but 

does not believe the government 

can or should do try to regulate 

emissions 

Denies man-made climate 

change; vows to protect 

environment but will not 

interfere with extraction of 

natural resources 

Believes climate change is real 

but that the EPA should not 

regular emissions. 
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Hillary Clinton 

Fmr. Secretary of State, New York 

Bernie Sanders 

Senator, Vermont 

Minimum 

Wage 
Supports raising it to $12/hour Supports raising it to $15/hour 

Taxes 

Decrease lower and middle class taxes; lower 

small business taxes; raise upper class and 

corporate/speculative taxes 

Favors increasing taxes but providing more 

government services in return; will raises taxes 

on businesses 

Health Care 

Keep Obamacare; Considers healthcare a basic 

human right; Will lower co-pays and 

deductibles; cap the cost of prescription drugs 

Obamacare did not do enough. Supports a 

single-payer government-provided healthcare 

system 

ISIS 
Opposes ground troops; strengthen 

relationships with Middle Eastern powers 

US should not lead the fight against ISIS and 

focus instead on other issues 

Education 

K-12 education as a top priority; better training 

for teachers / Control tuition costs; decrease 

student loan debt 

Cut interest rates on student loans and make 

tuition free for public universities 

Gun Control 
Generally favors gun control; increase 

background checks 

Favors an assault rifle ban but would allow for 

handguns to be purchased without a waiting 

period 

Abortion 
Supports abortion rights and the government 

funding of Planned Parenthood 

Favors abortion rights and supports the 

funding of Planned Parenthood 

Gay 

Marriage 

Favors same-sex marriage and sees it as a 

federal issue 

Favors same-sex marriage and considers it a 

federal issue 

Marijuana 
Favors medical use, but not recreational use; 

favors decriminalizing marijuana use 
Favors legalization of marijuana 

Immigration 

Favors comprehensive immigration reform and 

a pathway to citizenship for current 

undocumented immigrants 

Favors immigration reform and a path to 

citizenship for undocumented workers; waive 

some deportations 

Climate 

Change 

Believes climate change is real and considers it 

a high priority 

Believes in climate change; US should be a 

leader in addressing the issue; favors charging 

companies that emit carbon 

 

 

 


